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An Account of fome Saxon Cqyns found in Suffolk j Com- 
municated by Sir P. S. $(. S. Soc. 

IN May 1 68 7, at Honedon nigh C/dr<? in Suffolk, the Sexton, 
as he was digging a Grave in the Church-yard, met with 
Some fay a Skull ; and near it his Spade broke a Te/Iciv Earthen 
there was Pot, wherein were many Silver pieces oiSaxon Mony, 
m Pot. { ome £ whjch 1 i iave feen, and endeavoured to read 

the Infcriptions, which are fo various, that there are fcarce two 
alike, tho' they are generally of the fame bignefs, viz>. of a 
Groat, and about the fame weight. I ghefs this variety of In- 
fcriptions arifeth from the many Mailers of the Mint who were 
appointed to coyn Mony in feveral Places, and who might each 
of them have a different Stamp : and I find this ConjecTrure of 
mine countenanced by a Paflage in K. /Ethelftaris Laws, Print- 
ed by Lambard. 

Cantuarice Monet arii VII Sunto, quorum quidem IV Regis, II 
Pr<efuli ac unus C&nobiarch& defervito. In Civitate Roffenfi tres 
fint, Regit duo, tertlus Epifcopi. Londini VIII. Vintoni<e VI. 
In vico Lewifio II. In vico Haflingo I. CiceftrU I. Ham- 
tons II. Excejiria II. Werham II. Schaftsburia II. Ad 
attud quodque loppidutn Monet arius unus efio. 

To confirm my Opinion, That the feveral Mailers of the 
Mint made different Reveries, I have obferved great variety 
in Henry III. Coyn, viz. 

NICOLE (V LVND. 
WILLE4 O/ LVND. 
WILLEM CV CI NT. Canterbury queer. 
mCHPis.ti 0/ GLOV. 
Thefe Names being probably the Maflers of the Mint's, the 
Laws as to the Mints being not altered. 1 Hen.Vl. Cap. 1. 
The King's Council might affign Mony to be Coyned in as ma- 
ny Places as they will. ( a ) 

But now in France, tho' there be Mints in feveral Cities* 
^e,t there is no difference in she Infcriptions, only a Letter of 
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the Alphabet, to fignific where the Mony is ftamp'd ; as A for 
Paris, &c. 

Thefe Saxon Monies were Denarii, or Pennies ; for Greaves,of 
the Denarius, p. i J 7. fays, In Ethelred's time it was die zoth 
part of the fiiver Ounce Troy, and bigger than three of our pre- 
sent Pennies ; and our Goldlmiths weigh by this Penny- weight 
or 24 Grains. Five of the Saxon Pennies made a Shilling, and 
( as Lambard's GiofFary fays ) therefore 48 of thofe Shillings 
made a Pound, and 140 Pennies made a Pound, which is the 
prefent Proportion of our Penny and Pound, tho' theintrinfick 
value be about three to one different. 

I cannot yet meet with any fatisfa&ory R.eafon, why this 
Mony mould be thus buried ; tho' Very probably it was upon 
a fuperftitious Account : I fhall only offer a bare Conjecture of 
mine; There were, they fay, between 200 and 300 pieces 
found in the Grave ; and if 240, i.e. 1 1 then the Deceafed might 
order fo many to be buried with him, as a kind of Expiation 
for having privately killed a Dane of fervile Condition ; for in 
Ethelred's Law there is this Penalty, Serviiis conditions Dacum 
fi Anglw morte affecerit, integrant johito Lihram. If more or 
lefs was found, it might anfwer another Mulct enjoined by 
theSaxtn Laws for killing or maiming fome Pcrfon of another 
Quality. Or the teftimatio capitis might be laid in the Grave 
with the Perfon that was killed. 

Thofe who believe they were Peter-Pence, Rome-Scot, Rome 
Feoh, or Hearth-Penny, I think are underaMiftake; for that 
Mony was collected every Year, and carry'd out of the Nation. 
Nor it cannot be the Soul Scot mentioned in Canute's Laws, 
(but firft required by the Council or Parliament at Eanham in 
Ethelred's time) to be paid at the opening of the Grave, (whence 
Sir Henry Spelmm, De Sepultura, thinks the Fee demanded for 
the Office of Burial is derived) for it is not likely that Fee or 
Soul-Scot paid to the Prieft did amount to the Sum found in 
this Grave ; and it is more unlikely that the Pried mould fo 
eafily part with his Mony, by burying it, 

I fhall, as well as I can, give you the Infcnptions on thofe I 
faw; viz. " Y y z ' On 
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On Come of thefe Monies there 
are very odd Saxon Chara&ers, 
which are not drawn here very 
exa&Iy. It would be a ufeful 
piece of Learning to have an Al- 
phabet of the feveral Chara&ers 
or Shapes of Letters obferved in 
antient MSS. Coyns, and Monu- 
ments of Stone, &c. and there 
might be added an Explanation 
of Words abbreviated, as in thefe 
Monies 111 n, U for M; &e. 



Some Pieces are diminished in 
their Weight, by lying long un- 
der ground, and feveral of them 
coloured Green, (c) 
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Spanhtmm, in his Diflertations 
ie Namifwatts, tells us of the way 
of Writing Letters backwards, In 
Anticptifjimu aliquot Gracorum Nu- 
mifmatts, in quibus SAAHJ pro 
TEAASi N0IAT5HJIS pro SETE- 
STAIfiN, Sec. aliaq; tdgenm Phx- 
nicum more jiniftrorfum non femet 
fcripta leguntur. Eandem quoqtte 
fcriptura ratknem in Antiquis alt- 
quot Gothorum Saxis adnotavit An- 
tiquitatts patrix refiaurator Olaus 
Worniius. This 
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The fame Reverie with the IaE 



, ,-. n r v -r j. This Reverfe is written round 

14:EADHVND REPT + the +, whereas moft of the Re- 

il-munk Jades verfes are not fo; but there are 

R E I HG KHZ I H tw0 Lines of Letters with three 

+ .-, Crofles between 'em. 
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Ttnwrvfc e/ written round the + 

Edr.eai jaaes 

FR.EDR.ED M0NETA+ . 

i„ j. r a n c f n R F + The h is a very clear Chara- 
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I Ire d,x faextt f m di DoBi obfervant, *it/m pro 

"ZPERLITML UONL ,^, ^ pro ^ &c j^ w# 

» +CA0B.ED K E X a **J n p r o Rofii»a } &c Bochart. Geogr. 

litre di J-tKies pag.450. 706. Denarium & Ster~ 

|*| $ HECThlM s NE ^ /z»gw» eundem ejfe Nummum , 

+ ( Matth. Parif. in Hen. III. fw&- 

cimfoltdis & \fierlingis fro Marc A 

^ualibet ecmfutatts) Vox iffa, jbUttitlSi utrumformatur dfigno quod 

imprimebattir ifti Nummo ,.& Stetlmgm Jit quaji Stellatus, an f otitis 

Eafterlingus denominate d ?ofulis y qui Eafteriings dicuntur, ambigu- 

umfaciuntSeripores. Gronovius de Siftertiis, pag, 546. (I) 

But 



But l find Gronovim may be corrected in what he writes m 
the Addenda to the fame Treatife by this Reverfe ; Dub km 
non eft (fays he) ft Saxonibus Angli's deberetur ea Fox, £>tttUn§, 
in monument fc iliorum re peri am iri. — con ft at inter omnes ante. 
Normannorum ingrefjum in Angliam, non- reperiri mentionem 
hujiu Vocabttli 5 cum ipfo Gulietmo primtm legt, Sterlingos, &c. 
appellatos, ergo hk debetur eaVox in Anglia.j.Yetgl believe what 
he writes juft before, Denariis autem nomen etiam J&ttttingt0 
frijji, in Continents qua Normanni imperahant, ojlendunt duo 
rejcripta Fontificum hlommomm in Decreto Gregorsi ; and he 
might well have added, That the Normans borrowed of the 
Frank s that Word Sterling, as well.; as defer iptionem Libra; 
per folidcs denariojtjue. But it maybe, when Gronovim writ, 
no Coyn or Monument of Antiquity was then difcovered in 
England that mentioned Sterling before William I. whole 
Name brings to my mind, that on his Coyn P is put for W. (jt) 
Sir Henry Spelma-i, in his Gloflary, fpeaks of Sterling and 
Denarim to be the fame ; and he direcTrs to the Statute made 
An. 1302, g 1 EdwA. wherein the Penny is called Sterling, 
and the weight of the Sterling is 31 Grains of dried Wheat ; 
( and I have weighed 32 Grains of Wheat, and they are equal 
to 24 Grains Trey-weight, which is our Saxon Penny. ) And 
Ann. 1496, 1 2 Hen. VII. Cap. 5, there is another Statute 
wherein the Sterling is of the fame weight. 

I am credibly inform'd, fome of Egbert's and Ethelbert's 
Coyn were found amongft them •. Thofe I faw, were /Ethel- 
flan's, who began his Reign about the Year 925". Edmund 
Etheling's his Brother, (for I take the Edmunds to be his ) 
who began his Reign 940; Edred, another Brother, who be- 
gan his Reign 946. 

I hope others more skilful in Antiquities, and that have 
better advantage by our Records and ancient Hiftories, will 
give a clearer Interpretation of the Words, Characters, and 
other Circumftances relating to chefc and other .Saxon 
Monies. 

In 
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In the Churcli-yard at Foultjham in Norfolk, there is a 
Tomb-done with this Infcription, which fome of the Learned 
in thefe Curiofities may perhaps explain. 

On one fide HK. C06 60& 
At one end 080 

On the other fide ?&£ Xf^SWaCH 
On the other end gQ^ 



(Remarks upon the foregoing Ohfer vat ions by W. W. 
fyg. Soc. Soc. 

(a) 'TpHis Law was in force till Henry VII. who, firft, 
J| that I can find, quartered the Arms of England 'and 
France in his common filver Coyns, on their Reveries: This 
his Succeflbrs have fince followed ; before they writ, Chit. 
London 5 Civitas Cantuari* , Villa Calefia. The want of 
knowing this Cuftofh, has caufed fome Learned Men to mi- 
ftake fome Coyns of Edward IV. with Civitas Nortvic. on the 
Reverfe, for Medals flamped in memory of Kett's Infurrecli- 
on , by Edward VI. Golden Medals, in memory of great 
A&ions, are of ancient ufe amongft us ; witnefs that golden 
Coy n of Edward HI. where a Shield, with the Arms of England 
and Frame over a Ship, is ftamped, to mew his Title to the 
Kingdom of France, which he then claimed 5 yet this can hard- 
ly be fhewn in filver Coyns which then paflcd for current Mo 
ney: that feems to have been peculiar to the Greeks and Ro- 
mans, except fome Inftances in thefe two lad Ages. 

The fingle Exception of Edward III. whoquarter'd England 
and France in his Mony, doth not weaken my Allertion, fince 
it was extraordinary, as a more publick Proclamation of theju- 
ftice of that Title, which he fet on foot againft Philip de Valou: 

(b) This Rjfcverfe is to be read PENE FEHO 3 i. e. Pennj 
mony, a Du]^ic*Cion ufual amongft: the Saxons-, Ho afterward;'! 

Sterling 



Sterling-mony. Fefo, or Fw^, is a common Word for Mony. 
■St. Mark xii. 41. J>a fxv re frxlenS ongen j>ame tollrceamol, 1 
gereah hu ^ pole hypa peohj then fit Jefiu over againft the Trea- 
jury, and Jaw the People put in Mony. 

(c) LA ND \V E HO ; This was coyned in Memory of 
a Land Tax, raifed by Mthelftan, to fupport his Wars againft 
the Danes and Scots ; againft whom, efpecially the Scots, he 
was always vi&orious. Our Writers (hgulph. Hift. Croyland. 
p. 29.) fay that he killed Conftanttne King of the Scots, with 
iive'more Kings at the fame time; but the Chronicle o( Mail- 
rofe, written by the Abbot of Dundrainand, a Scott ijh '-man, 
fays only, Regem Scottorum Conftantinum pnelio vkit, &fa* 
gavit-, (ad An. 926. p. 1,47.) And this is the only JEthelftan 
who was ever King of England: There was another Mthel- 
Jlan King of Kent only, Son to Eglert, who beat the Danes at 
Sandwich in Ann. 8 5 2. 

The variety of Letters in thefe Reverfes is remarkable : 
The laft Word in thefe two Reverfes is manifeftly to be read 
alike, yet the form of the Letters is vaftly different. This va- 
riety arofe from the multitude of Mints, which did not all tye 
themfelves up to one Stamp, nor to the fame Letters. 
A R E M C^) This I fliould read REgia Monet a, to di- 
_l _j_ _j_ flinguiili it from the Bifhops or Allots, for it was 
O NE TA. probably coyned atCanterlury $ A, 1 take to be a 
Mint- matters Mark. 

(e ) Tho' thefe Coyns, as far as fcan judge, arc as good 
Silver as any current with us, if not better ; yet fince what 
Alloy is in them is of Brafs, I am apt to think, that the acid 
Steams in a long feries of Ages arifing from the Humane Bo- 
dies, might corrode fo far into the Metal, as tp raife fome lit- 
tle Verdigreafe upon the Surface of the Coyns 5 to which that 
Greennefs is to be imputed. 

(./) Probably this Allerictu was a Nobleman , and they 
might have had the Jus rrioneta as well as Bifhops and Allots ; 
but I muft confefs I cannot make that out clearly, H be- 
fore G is an ufual Tranfpofition ;fo HClctharws,HLudowkw. 

This 
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(g) This I read 1VE MO NET A, or Ivt Money, that 
is, Mony coyned at St. Ives in Huntwgdovfhire. The H, 
as alfo FT, both ufed for M, are remarkable. Bouteroiie, in 
his Difquifitions on the old French Monies, gives us fome 
Gallick Epitaphs from which he draws an Alphabet of the old 
Gauls: in that, Hand H are ufed for M; fc> that poflibly 
the Britains might likewife ufe them : it is manifeft they are 
not Saxon Letters ; and I fee no Abfurdity to allow the Saxons 
to have borrow'd them from the Britains, and to have ufed 
them amongft their own Capitals. There is a Coyn in 
Tab. 3. Coyn 14. of the Collection prefixed before Mi/red's 
Life, which has two other of thofe Gallick Letters of which 
Bouteroiie has given us an Alphabet. The Coyn is> 
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The co and L are S and F in his Alphabet ; and I am apt to 
think, that that Inversion of Letters in thefe Saxon Monies, 
as U4 for M, u for IT, fc. for F, took its rife from them ; for 
in this Alphabet we have A and vfor D; 00, 3, Z, for S '..* 
however, this will evince, in fome meafure, the Pra&fce of 
fuch InverfionSjWhich made fome Learned Men take them for 
Runic, Gothic, or indeed for any Characters with which they 
were little acquainted. 

(h) This and the Reverfeofthe 11, are to be read alike, 
tho'they were coyned at different Places, as appears from the 
variety of the Letters. 

( i ) n which is ufed here for M, is frequently ufed in that 
Collection of Saxon Goyns prefixed to Mlf red's Life. 

C k ) This Gota mone, or Gods Mony, was the Peter-Pence 
which was collected yearly, and fent to Rome, ha, one of the 
Kings of the Mercians, firftgave it: thence it was conftantly 

Z z paid 



paid afterwards, tho' now and then intermitted in the heat of 
the Danijh Wars, I i'uppofe this Coyncame out of an Eccle- 
fiaftical Mint. 

( I) The true Original of Sterling is Starry. The Com- 
mon People obfcrving the CrofTes upon the Coyns, which 
looked like fo many Stars, called them Sterlings, Starry pieces. 
Ling is an adjeclrive Termination in the Saxon Language ; (o in 
time, the Word became Subftantive, and was ufed promifcu- 
oufly for Penny. 

(m.) The 19 and 21 Reverfes are to be read alike, tho' 
poflibly they might be made from different Stamps. The Lee- 
rers in both (for neither are very clear ) will mutually explain 
each other. I read it M 7LH E C M H ONE, or Malmef- 
lury Mony : The h, which is an entire Letter s feems to have 
been taken from the fquare i?, or &. 

(«) This P was the old Saxon P on JV; fo k was Willeni, 
not Pillem. The Saxon Character, which was full and plain, 
gave rife to that fmall beautiful Character which we uiually call 
the Roman Letter. The ancient Romans, for ought as yet ap- 
pears to the contrary, wrote all with one uniform Character, 
fometimes greater and fometimes lefs, of the fame Figure with 
the great Letters in our Alphabet. This they took from the 
Greeks ,- and it is ufual in all the Alphabets of the Oriental Nati- 
ons. The three fnferiptions in Gruter, (pag. i8£. 3. p. 652. 2. 
p. 882.7. ) on ty prove that they had our fmall t,p, bj^tot 
we have no Hints in our MSS. of any others. After them 
fucceeded the Francick. or Merovingian Chara&er, entirely 
left ofFin tranferibing Books after Charlemagne. The Notaries 
kept it longer ; only by making it longer, they brought it to 
fomething like the Italica, to which it pojiibly gave rile. The 
Specimens in Mahilions fourth Bock de re Diplomatica, will 
put this pail doubt. All thismhsle the Saxon Character was 
ufed in England, whofe Alphabet is evidently the fame with; 
the fmall Roman, except fome Letters which exprefled Sounds 
proper to their Language, as f, y, *S: wherefore when Alaunus- 
(Scholar to Egbert Arch-bifhop of Tork ) went over into 

Francs 
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France to Charles the Great, and afterwards fent for Books 
out of Egbert's Library, as maybe gathered from William of 
Malmeshury^ he introduced that fine way of Writing, which 
immediately took place with all but the Publick Notaries. 
Mabilion owns the thing in effeft, tho' he diflembles the Ori- 
ginal : Prima ftirpe extincU, Carolus M. Liter as expolire c<epit, 
aut certe jam tavtijpsr expolitum Script urs gemu a Merovin- 
ginco in eleganiiorem formam commuiavit, qua in eandem for- 
mam eva/jt, qu£ hatlenm mimti Romani Characleris nomen re- 
tinet. (Lib. i. Cap, 1 1. num. 10.) And if this Change was not 
wrought in a moment, becaufe the Tranfcribers us'd to the 
old Merovingian hand conformed it to the new,as much as they 
could, yet that wore off by degrees: fo Mabilion^ qua {Caro- 
lina Scriptura"] principio nonnihil Merovin gici Char after is ha- 
lebat intermiflum ; at fulinde politior effetla, in eandem for- 
mam, &c. Mabilion acknowledges, that A leuin introduced 
the modern Punctuation into the French MSS. and Records, 
which he learned from the Saxons, particularly [v] for a. full 
Period, as is manifeft to all that mall look into the Saxon MSS. 
or printed Books in imitation of them. 

Beftdes, all our Latin MSS. in England, 'till fome time af- 
ter the Conqueft, were writ in the Saxon Character. So 
Archbifliop Parker publiilied Ajftytus Menevenfis : and there 
are feveral Latin MSS. in the Univerfity-Library of Cambridge, 
written in the Saxon Character. And it is no wonder that 
thofe Letters which exprefTed Sounds not ufed in the Roman 
Tongue, (li ou Id be left out by the French Tranfcribers, who at 
the fame time might ufe Saxon Copies: fo that it is not flrange 
Vojfius fhould be miftaken, when he thought Ci and D were 
from the Greek £1 and 0, who did not confsder them to be 
both Runic Letters, which were introduced upon a particular 
occafion, by Chilperic, who took them from the Vtjlgoths in 
Spain, as Wormius (de Liter atura Runic'a) has probably pro- 
ved from Gregorius Turonenfis and a Constitution of the fame 
Chilperic printed in Gohlaftus : yet I will not deny but Theo- 
dore, or fome other of thofe Greeks, who in that Age had fe> 

Z z z great 
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great Iratercourfe with England, might introduce fome Greek 
Letters to exprefs thofe Sounds which they had not in their 
own Language 3 from hence they were carried into France, 
with the reft of the &m>« Alphabet, and fo into Italy, which 
Malillon alfo in effect acknowledges when he fays, Hanc ta- 
men Scriptures formam non Franci a Romanis, qui Langobardi- 
cis pafftm Elementk tunc utebantur, fed a Francis Romani acce- 
pijj'e videntur. But it would take up too much time here to 
difcourfe of the Original of the Saxon Character, and whence 
thofe Agreements between it and the pure Merovingian and 
Lombard Characters might at firft arife 3 and perhaps the thing 
it felfdo.es not deferve any farther enquiry. 



An Eflimate of the Quantity of Vapour rat fed out of the Sea 
by the warmth of the Sun ; derived from an Experi- 
ment Jhown before the Royal Society, atone of their 
late Meetings : by E. Halley. 

THat the quantity of aqueous Vapours contained in the 
Medium of the Air, is very considerable, feems moil 
evident from the great Rains and Snows which are fometimes 
©bferved to fall, to that degree, that the Water thus difchar- 
ged out of the Inter ftices of the Particles of Air, is in weight 
a very fenfible part of the incumbent Atmofphere :. but in 
what proportion thefe Vapours rife, which are the Sources not 
only of Rains, but alfo of Springs or Fountains (asldefign to 
prove) has not, that I know of, been any where well exami- 
ned, tho it feem to be one of the moft neceffary Ingredients 
of a real and Philofophical Meteorology ; and as fuch, to de- 
ferve the consideration of this Honourable Society. I thought 
it might hot be unacceptable, to attempt, by Experiment to 
determine the quantity of the Evaporations of Water, as far 
as they arife from Heat j which, upon Trya!, fucceeded as 
follows, ^ e 



